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Genichiro Inokuma’s large-scale mural Freedom is installed above
the central ticket gates at JR East’s Ueno Station. Painted in 1951,
amid the turbulence of the postwar years, the mural is an iconic
presence at Ueno Station, long known as the northern gateway to
Tokyo. For more than 70 years, it has kept watch over the
countless people passing through.

Because of material shortages that made it difficult to obtain

the proper art supplies at the time of its production, and because
itis in the open environment of a train station, the mural is
vulnerable to damage. It has undergone three restorations to
ensure it remains in good condition. During the third restoration,
which began in May 2025, a banner placed in front of the mural
reading “Freedom is Being Restored” drew attention on social
media. The phrase had a dual meaning with political implications,
and elicited renewed interest in the mural itself.

As part of the ongoing renovation of JR Ueno Station’s grand
concourse, which includes the restoration of Freedom, an initiative
is also underway to create visual continuity throughout the station.
This is being carried out using Ueno Freedom Color,

a contemporary palette that the creative unit SPREAD derived
from the colors of Freedom, which is applied to signage and
facilities within the station.

This exhibition focuses on the mural Freedom at Ueno Station,
tracing its history from its creation to the present day. It offers

an opportunity to reflect on the ideas conveyed by the title
Freedom and by Inokuma’s own words: “Painting should not be
the property of the few. It should serve the many, and should
bring joy and offer direction to as broad an audience as possible.”
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Marugame Genichiro-Inokuma Museum
of Contemporary Art / The MIMOCA Foundation

T763-0022 F/I|\2 AL @ iiHEET80-1 (JRALBERAET)

80-1 Hama-machi, Marugame-shi, Kagawa 763-0022

TEL: 0877-24-7755

URL: www.mimoca.jp E-;' E
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Access: 1 min. walk from JR Marugame Sta.

[By JR Train] To JR Okayama Sta. by Shinkansen, and 40 min. by Limited
Express from Okayama to Marugame. | 30 min. by Rapid Express from JR
Takamatsu Sta. to Marugame [By Airplane] To Takamatsu Airport, and 40
min. by taxi / 75 min. by limousine bus from Takamatsu Airport to JR
Marugame Sta. [By Car] 15 min. from Sakaide-Kita interchange on the Seto
Chuo Expressway. | 15 min. from Sakaide interchange / Zentsuji interchange
on the Takamatsu Expressway. *Two hours free parking available at
underground facility at JR Marugame Sta.
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Sun 1 March —Sun 28 June 2026

Hours: 10:00-18:00 (Admission until 30 minutes before closing time)

Closed: Mondays (except 4 May), Thursday 7 May

Admission: Adults ¥1,500, Students (college, university) ¥1,000, Children (under 18),
residents of Marugame who are 65 and over, and all visitors with a physical disability
certificate are admitted free.

[Group use discount for groups of 20 or more] Adults ¥1,200, Students ¥800

[City resident discount for Marugame citizens] Adults ¥900, Students ¥600

Freedom (partial), unde

*Ticket valid for admission to the permanent collection.
*City residents must present identification (driver’s license, insurance card, etc.)
at the first-floor reception desk when visiting.
*The city resident discount cannot be combined with other discounts, including group discounts.

Organized by Marugame Genichiro-Inokuma Museum of Contemporary Art,
The MIMOCA Foundation, JAPAN Arts Council, Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan
In Cooperation with East Japan Railway Company, SPREAD, Art Restoration Studio 21



